PROJECT DESCRIPTION DOCUMENT

DESCRIPTION OF DATASET


The dataset I used is a listing of police stops recorded by the Maryland State

            Police.
The table is made up of nine fields.  The field names have the following
headings: case number, trooper name, location, vehicle year, vehicle make,
vehicle model, drugs recovered, money recovered, and money amount.




The table has a total of 1,026 records.

DESCRIPTION OF QUERIES


1. (SELECT * FROM final)



This query allows the user to select all results for the entire database.

2. (SELECT * FROM $databaseName WHERE trooper_name LIKE

    '$trooperName')

This query allows the user to select all fields from the database that have the name of the trooper that the user specified in the trooperName form field.


3. (SELECT * FROM $databaseName WHERE drugs_recovered = 'y')



This query allows the user to select all fields where drugs were found.


4. (SELECT * FROM $databaseName WHERE money_recovered = 'y')



This query allows the user to select all fields where money was recovered.


5. (SELECT * FROM $databaseName WHERE case_no LIKE '$caseNum')



This query allows the user to select a record by the case number.

DESCRIPTION OF STRATEGY BEHIND THE CODE


My code first checks that a query was selected via a radio button. It then


checks that the text fields have been filled out if that query is selected.


If a textbox is associated with the query then the database is accessed to


find if the associated value resides in the database. If it does then the query


is reset to reflect this and finally ounce all this is done the final query is made


to retrieve the data.  This data is put into a table for ease of viewing.


There is also an option to have the data retrieved sent in comma de-limited form


to the user if an e-mail address is provided. Since the e-mail is optional


there is no error checking done on this field.

ABOVE AND BEYOND MINNIMUM REQUIREMENTS


* I have used images, backgrounds, and text formatting to make the site easy to 


   read and use.


* I used a server side include to implement a counter on the form page.


* I implemented error checking to ensure that a query was selected and to ensure

          
   that the data provided existed in the database. Errors are identified with a link

   back to the form.

* I provided a field for the user to define their own criteria for searching the 

   database for the trooper and case number queries.


* I linked an external style sheet to change the properties of the h1 and h2 tags


   as well as the link attributes such as link, hover, and active.


* I provide the user with an option to receive an e-mail with the comma delimited


   results of their query. In the e-mail subject line the date and time that the query

   was run is provided.


* I also attempted some javascript error checking that was not completed.
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